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THE CIRCULAR, 
Is published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Satur- 
days. The topics which have heretofore chiefly oc- 
cupied its columns, and which will still be the main 
elements of its most serious discussions, are com- 
prised in the following schedule of doctrines and 
measures : 
SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 
of the Gospel. 

** Thou shalt call his name Jesus: 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 
THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 

A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruction 

of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible record 

and the apostolic age. 


for he shall save 


‘* Verily Isay unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 


THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the invisible ‘ Mansions’ by Christ and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to this world and hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 
‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on eartH 

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 


COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of the Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Ifeaven. 
‘* All mine are thine, and thine are mine.” —Jesus 
Christ. 
DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. ° 
«* He will swallow up Dearn in Victory.” Isaiah. 


SUMMARY THEOCRATIC PLATFORM. 


Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 
Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 
Unity of all Believers, in this world andin Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 








Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 





While these are the main topics of The Circu- 
Jar, it nevertheless is not a Religious or Social- 
ist paper merely, i. e. to the exclusion of other 
matter, but will embrace in its scope whatever is 
progressive and inspiring in Science, Literature, 
Art, and the News of the world, interpreting events 
from a spiritual point of view, and in their relations 
to the great Providential movement of the times. 

The Circular employs in its preparation no hire- 
ling service, but is edited and printed by the family 
of the Brooklyn Commune, and is offered to those 
who desire it, (as the gospel is,) 

WITHOUT MONEY AND WITHOUT PRICE, 
trusting its support to the cause it advocates, and 
the voluntary contributions of its readers. With the | « 
prospect of growing to a Daily issue, it seeks the 
full codperation, literary and editorial, as well as 
pecuniary, of all who sympathize with its objects. 

7&3 Those who prefer to pay a definite price for 
the paper, instead of receiving it asa free gift, may 
send $3,00 for the yearly volume, 

Address ‘* The Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 





WANTED FOR THE CIRCULAR, 
Well written articles on all subjects of interest, in- 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Faith 
Experience ; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports of 
News, &c. &c. By writing for The Circular, its 


friends wili realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement both ways, in giving and 
receiving. Let it be a Community Parer-—an organ 
of the true-hearted every where—growing up in 


Criticism or CurisreNpoM. 


The Berean; 


Religious iopies of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. All 
who wish to understand Bisex Commenism—its constitutional 
basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 


The Circular; Complete Files of Vol. 1, 
The Perfectionist; (Bound;) Vols. 1, 2, 


Salvation from Sin, Explained and Defen- 


Annual Reports, (Second and Third,) of the 


of the country, or may be obtained by application at any of the 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR 


Circular as & FREE GIFT. 


titled— 


Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 ets. 
Priated and published at the office of Th 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Extract from the Introduction to Bible Communism. 
** The head-waiters of the Brooklyn Commune and 


some two years’ standing t» issue the Fourth An- 
nual Report of the Oneida Association, which pledge 
they have not hitherto had time and means to fulfill, 
and being subject, in their official position, to many 
calls for the First Report of that Institution, which 
they cannot auswer, (the original edition having 
been long ago exhausted,) propose in this work to 
combine the substance of the three past Reports, 
with such other matter from The Circular as will 
be necessary to make it asummary substitute for all 
the Annual Reports; and so acquit themselves of 
further obligation in the premises.” 

Contents of Bible Communism. 
PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 
Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 
members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 


of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 

nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 

bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 

ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 

ranch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 

N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 

Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 

tion of morality and prosperity. 

PART IL.—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuarter I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuarrer II. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer II]. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer IV. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarter V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuartrer VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, &c. 

Cuaprer VI. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 

PART 111.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 

ConsrituTionaL Curis- 

Tur Breve on MarriaGe. Pavr’s Virws 

Law or ApULTERY. 


TIANITY. 
or MarriaGe. 
APPENDIX TO PART III.—Cottoquy on Mar- 


RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 


A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.—- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 


The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 


‘yidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 


{The Publishers offer Books and Pamphlets ror 
sae, that they may have the means of offering The 


ha Just published, a Book for Students of theHigher Law, en- 


BIBLE COMMUNISM ; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 


purveyors of The Circular, being under a pledge of 


ligious views. Form of government. Religious | #¢¢y és in condition to reccive orders for ordinary 
* ‘ . easme 1 an de ° a) . 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory kinds of Job Printing. 


ASSOCIATED COMMUN ITIES, 
at 

Newark, N. J. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. | Wallingford, Ct. 
Putney, Vt Cambridge, Vt. 


HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS 


Oneida, N. Y. 


Business Cards of the Communities. 


Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz: 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 


Pears, do., (Standards and Dwarfs;) 

»}Prums, and Pracues——chcice varieties. 
GRAPE VINES  ; (Isabella.)! 

STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 


Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
PIE PLANTS; (Myatt's Victoria.) 
GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 
Usually on hand at the THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwneat Fiovr, in 
sacks—-Inpian Meat, Fern, ce. 
RUSTIC FURNITURE, 
Consisting of liustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 
STEEL TRAPS, 
Of various sizes and descriptions. 
I Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to. 
IE The PRINTING OFFICE of the Commu- 





JHE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 
recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 

munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 
CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usual prices. 

Turin Mint has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 
BAKER & HALL, Millers. 





Community Machine-Shop. 


vw 





PO nnn 


WILLIAM R. INSLEE & €0., 


MACHINISTS, 


Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 





W. R. I. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for copper- 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists’ 
Lathes, &c. &e. ; and are prepared to execute orders for ma- 
chinery generally. 
Wi. 2. 


INSLEE. ABRAM C. SMITH. 








The Gypsies. 
The following description of the Zigeunes, more 
familiarly known as the Gypsies, is taken from 
Malte-Brun : 
We shall conclude our account of European 
Turkey with some observations on a different 
people, not the Turks, or haughty rulers of all 
these provinces. We have endeavored in an- 
other part of this work to describe that degener- 
ate nation, its manners, government, power, and 
resources. It is necessary to descend still low- 
er in the chain of civilization, and to examine 
a people scattered like the Jews in every coun- 
try, but without the distinction of a peculiar re- 
ligion. ‘* They have wandered through the 
world, and in every region, and among every 
people, they have continued equally unchanged 
by the lapse of time, the variation of climate, 
and the foree of example. Their singular physi- 





(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 


and 3: and Tue Witness, Vol. 2. Price 


$1,00 per Volume. 


ded. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6 1-4 cts. 


Onerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 ets. 


&@~ The above Publications may be sent by mail to any part 


oguomy and manners are the same in every 
country. 
shade from the burning sun of Africa, or any 
fairer tint from the milder climates of Europe. 


they acquire no habits of industry in England. 
In Turkey, they behold the mosque and the 
Crescent with the same indifference that they 
look on a Catholic or Protestant church in Eu- 
rope. 
they continue barbarous, and near cities and 


fugitives and vagabonds.” 
lively, fickle, and faithless to every one, even 
to their own cast; addicted to sensuality; and 


their food. 


‘iow ONTIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 


Consisting of Avrizs, the most approved varieties ; 
CHERRIES, 


or strong drink is exhausted, they pursue their 
journey, or take up their quarters for the night. 
The women may be distinguished by their dark 
and sparkling eyes, tanned complexion, oval 
visage, white teeth and jet black hair. They 
deal in prostitution, wanton dances and fortune 
telling ; the mother trains her daughter in vice, 
and the daughter is searcely grown before she 
follows the example of her mother. Although 
jtheir clothes hardly hang together, a stranger 
perceives sometimes part of a military coat, 
the fragment of a lace cap, a torn handkerchief 
or paltry trinket; their gait and deportment, 
when thus adorned, evince a more than ordi- 
nary share of vanity. 

The wandering tribe of Zigeunes find occu- 
pation in some countries as smiths and tinkers ; 
they mend broken plates, and sell wooden ware; 





Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large | a class of them in Moldavia and Walachia lead 


a settled life, and gain a livelihood by washing 
or searching for gold in the beds of rivers; 
those in the Bannat of Hungary are horse-deal- 
ers, and are gradually obeying the enactments 
of Joseph II., by which they are compelled to 
cultivate the land ; but the great majority in Eu- 
rope abhor permanent residence and stated 
hours of labor. The women abuse the credulity 
of the German and Polish peasants, whoimagine 
that they cure their cattle by witchcraft, and 
predict fortunate events by inspecting the lin- 
vaments of the hand. Itis lawful for the 
wives of the Tchinganes in Turkey to commit 
adultery with impunity. Many individuals of 
both sexes, particularly throughout Hungary, 
are passionately fond of music, the only science 
in which they have as yet attained any degree 
of perfection; they are the favorite minstrels 
of the country people ; some have arrived at em- 
inence in cathedrals, and in the choirs of princes. 
Their guitar is heard in the romantic woods of 
Spain, and many gypsies, less indolent than 
the indolent Spaniards, exercise in that country 
the trade of publicans. They follow willingly 
whatever occupation most men hate or con- 
demn; in Hungary and Walachia they are 
flayers of dead beasts, and executioners of 
criminals—the mass of the nation is composed 
of thieves and mendicants. 

The total number of these savages in Eu- 
rope has never been considered less than 300, 
000, or than 150,000 in Turkey, 70,000 in 
Walachia and Moldavia, and 40,000 in Hun- 
gary and Transylvania; the rest are scattered 
in Russia, Prussia, Poland, Germany, Jutland, 
Spain, and other countries. Persia and Egypt 
are infested with them; they have appeared in 
Spanish America. 








Luxury and Reform. 


“Tf you would give a man of rude manners some 
refinement, place him where every object he sees 
checks his bovurishness. If he spit upon the floor, 
put a carpet on it, and he will think twice before 
he does it. If he whittle his seat, make it of 
rose-wood and satin, and he will cease to do it.” 
—Sermon of the Rev. Mr. Bellows on the Crys- 
tal Palace. 

A correspondent of the Tribune preaches a long 
sermon on this text, from which we make the fol- 
lowing extracts: 

I am not disposed to underrate the value of this 
arrangement as a moral discipline. I would not 
shrink from it myself with the same repugnance 
that I would from martyrdom. If apostles of it 
are ready to go forth with its blessings, I could 
almost insure them not to be very severely stoned. 
Who will object to the experiment being made at 
once? If the ten thousand professed thieves of 
London could be furnished with nice clothes and 


good dinners, they would not demean themselves 


by stealing food. If the drunkards and ruffians 


of the Five Points could each go nightly in their 
own coach to the opera, I believe they would be 
ii egal et an more decent neighbors. 
Their complexion receives no darker turning at night from excavating a railroad cut, 
could exchange his spade and muddy brogans for 
slippers, a dressing-gown, and the Ne 
They contract no additional laziness in Spain ; | bune, he would be apt to forego the diversion of 
breaking his first cousin’s wife’s brother’s head. 
Hitherto the Gospel has come to us in so ques- 
tionable a shape as to be little attractive to flesh 
and blood; but who will be found so demented as 
In the neighborhood of civilized life, |*° reuse,” Seat in the Kingdom of Heaven, when 


If Young Ireland, re- 


ew York Tri- 


Let us turn our thoughts to the practical appli- 


settled inhabitants, they live in tents and holes | cation of this method, to the boorishness an 
in the earth, or wander from place to place, like | uncivilization about us. 
These people are her famous recipe for cooking hares, with ‘First 
catch your hare,’ so a practical direction in this 
case would begin: First get your 
like savages, indifferent about the choice of Sin acy oot the thot ee Bow shall we taaee 
he If an ox die of disease, and they by the requisite quantity of these articles of fur- 
can obtain its carcass. men, women, and chil-|niture? Ay, there’s the rub. 


As Mrs. Glass begins 


carpets and 
It happens that it is 


The world does 











power and edification, with their growth in God. 


Communes, 


dren hasten to the feast, and after their brandy 





not earn enough to floor itself upon carpets, or 
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the service of teaching will be paid, at about 
half price according to male teachers of a simi- 
Jar grade. Tuition in all the higher branches, 
for all the free education of the other sex, is 
not thought of nor provided for. And the 
college or two that are open without limitation 
of study and aim to women, are also free to the 
same extent and effect for colored men. 

Truly, the correspondence is more exact than | 
we are accustomed to admit. But there is the 
profession of authorship in which women are as 
tree as genius and talent can make them.— 
Well, even here, there is a mulatto Dumas as 
popular as Mrs. Stowe, or Miss Bremer or Miss 
Martineau. It is by the law of spirit life, which 
civil laws and social customs cannot reach, that 
the world’s literature is just as open to the am- | 
bition of color as of womanhood. The parallel | 
holds throughout. Women and regroes, in 
marriage and singleness, in slavery and in nom- 
inal freedom, stand on the same platform and 
hold the same position in the laws, customs, and 
conduct of business in the freest government of 
the earth ! 

We said above, that Una is ‘beginning to speak 
plainly ;? but it is still necessary to observe that 
she has hardly begun yet. She makes bold to 
compare the conditions of women and slaves, but 
is shy of bringing into direct comparison the two 
INSTITUTIONS Which create those conditions, viz.. 
MarriaGeand Stavery. What would Abolition- 
ists say of general scattering diatribes on the va- 
rious unjust regulations of slavery, and on the hard 
lot of slaves at the south, without any direct attack 
on slavery itself? 

3ut perhaps Una and her friends think that the 
institution of marriage can be severed from the 
wrongs that are practised under it. If it can, we 
are confident that slavery can be saved too, by 
separating it from its abuses in the same way.— 
We shall see. ‘The metaphysical oneness of mat- 
rimony’ is the point that needs to be looked into. 
Is that oneness the essence, or only an incident of 
Take away that oneness, and what 
Slavery cannot exist without chat- 


matrimony ? 

will be left ? 

telship. Can marriage exist without the ‘meta- 
physical oneness,’ which Una says ‘ operates the 
extinguishment’ of liberty as completely as chat- 
telship? These are grave questions, that will ere 
long demand the attention of those that are learn- 
ed in the law, higher and lower. 

canines —. 

A New Book. 

Tur Cominec Srruacie AMONG THE NATIONS OF 
tHe Eartu; or the Political Events of the 
next fifteen years, described in accordance 
with prophecies in Ezekiel, Daniel, and the 
Apocalypse. Showing also the important po- 
sition Britain and America will occupy during 
and at the end of the awful conflict. New 
York: 1853. Price, 12} cents. 

The above is the title of an octavo pamphlet of 
40 pages, of which 120,000 copies are said to have 
been sold in Great Britain, where it was first pub- 
lished, and which is now just commencing its ‘ run’ 
inthiscountry. We werenaturally curious to pro- 
cure and lock over this pamphlet, if for no other 
purpose than to see what was arresting the at- 
tention of so many scores of people. We have 
done so; but really, it did not pay us for the 
trouble, and in our opinion, the book is not worth 
areview. If we were going to make a title-page, 
indicative of its spirit and contents, instead of 
styling the work, ‘The Coming Struggle among 
the Nations of the Earth, we should call it ‘The 
Last Struggle of Millerism’—from whence we sup- 
pose it originated, as it acknowledges Dr. Tho- 
mas, a well-known American Adventist, as its 
leader in interpretation. We will give the reader 
one specimen of its way of handling scripture, 
which we think will be enough. The writer is 
giving his version of the history of the ‘two wit- 
nesses,’ mentioned in the 11th chapter of Revela- 
tions. He has made out that their death took 
place in 1685, at the time of the revocation of 
the Edict of Nantes; and now he wishes to har- 
monize the ‘ three days anda half’ that elapsed 
hetween their death and resurrection, with his 
own theory that the latter event occurred in 
1789. Read his method of interpretation: 

“ Here, it may be thought, history fails to sup- 
port our theory, since it gives no countenance to 
the idea that three years and a half after 1685 the 
democracy burst forth and triumphed oyer its en- 
emies. On the contrary, we find that for more 
than 100 years they and their cause lay at the 
mercy of the State, and it was not till 1789 that 
“the spirit of life from God entered into them.” 
To account for this, we must bear in mind the 
symbolic character of the whole of this prophecy, 
and the necessity for fitness of expression. To 
have given the literal, or even the usual prophetic 
term, for this period, would have been in the cir- 
cumstances most unnatural. The bodies were to 
lie unburied, and had the period been mentioned 
in full, painful ideas of putrefaction and decay 
would have intruded themselves. [!!] It was 








necessary then to prevent this, by reducing it toa 
miniature of proper dimensions, and accordingly 
it is expressed by lunar days, or the exact inter- 
val between one new moon and another. [ 
This, according to the nearest calculation, is 29 
days, 12 hours, 44 minutes; and this period mul- 
tiplied by 34, gives 103 days, 8 hours, 34 minutes, 
which, being rendered on prophetic principle, be- 
comes 103 years, 4 months, 17 days—nearly the 
exact period which elapsed between the death of 
the witnesses on October 18th, 1685, and their res- 
urrection on the memorable 18th of February, 
1789.” [!!] 

One would think that three years anda half (on 
the prophetical principle of one day standing for a 


year) was sufficient latitude to be given to three 
and a half days, and especially as this has been the 
author’s previous method of exposition, up to the 
point we are now directing attention to. But to 
stretch ‘three and a half days’ into one hundred 
and three years, (!) to save the inspired writer’s 
‘fitness of expression,’ and for the sake of avoiding 
‘painful ideas of putrefaction and decay,’ is out- 
rageous hocus-pocus, and entirely indigestible. 
2 © ee 

* Where are the Ten Tribes 2?” 

Among other speculations of the book named 
in the foregoing article, is the idea (which the 
writer says ‘is now gencrally believed,’) that the 
American Indians are the ten lost tribes of «Israel, 
The scripture evidence in support of this theory 
is admitted to be indirect and accidental; but 
then it is suggested that ‘it may on this account 
A clause of the 14th 
verse of the 7th chapter of Micah, is then adduced 
as the whole Bible testimony im favor of the 
theory. In this verse, it is said, the prophet is 
praying for the restoration of the ten tribes, and 
he calls them ‘the flock of thine heritage which 
dwell solitarily in the wood” And now the wri- 
ter adds, after emphasizing his quotation as 


be all the more convincing”! 


above— 

“What impression do these italic words make 
on the American reader? Do not the woods of 
the far west rise to his view, in the solitary re- 
cesses of which dwell the thin remnant of a swar- 
thy race, who have been weakened and wasted by 
Anglo-Saxon civilization? America owes some- 
thing to these ‘ forest rangers’; and should they 
he finally identified as the long lost Jews, the 
only atonement she can offer, for suflerings which, 
we may with charity say, necessity compelled her 
to inflict, will be to engage heart and hand in re- 
storing them to their forgotten home and kin- 
dred.” 

The first ‘impression’ this ingenious interpreta- 
tion makes on us, is that the marching of our 
? with tomahawk and 
scalping-knife in hand, off to the land of Pales- 


American ‘ forest rangers, 


tine, would be a singular fulfillment of the pro- 
phecy relating to the peace and glory of the latter- 
days!—Our next ‘impression’ is to turn to the 
chapter referred to in Micah, and see for ourselves 
what light it throws on the subject under discus- 
sion. And here we find, first, no evidence that 
the prophet refers to the ‘ten’ tribes ; and 2d, ad- 
mitting that he does, if our writer had finished 
the sentence he undertook to quote, it would have 
instructed us as follows:—‘ The flock of thine her- 
itage which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the 
midst of Carmel ;’ i. e., in Mt. Carmel, on the coast 
of the Mediterranean, instead of on the western 
continent of America! 

The reader will find some further light on this 
subject in the following article. 


— The Ten Tribes not Lost. 


One will be surprised to find on in- 
quiry, how little ground there is for the 
idea which is commonly entertained, that 
the ten tribes of Israel, some time after 
their captivity, wandered in a body from 
the land where they were planted, and 
were lost. The common expression, ‘the 
ten lost tribes,’ and various speculations 
concerning iheir present locality, and 
identity with this and that people, would 
imply that it was an established fact ; 
but the idea is really without foundation 
in scripture or history, and in itself very 
improbable. We have endeavored to ob- 
tain all the scripture light which can be 
thrown upon the question, and the fol- 
lowing is the result: 

It is evident that previous to the day 
of Christ, there was in the first place a 
mingling of the house of Israel with the 
house of Judah to a considerable extent; 
and secondly, a great dispersion of the 
whole nation into all the world, under the 








THE CIRCULAR. 








common name of Jews, Many out of the 
ten tribes left their tribe for their religion, 
and joined themselves to Judah when the 
kingdom was first rent. (2 Chron. 11: 
13—17.) After their captivity, a remnant 
of the children of Israel escaped out of 
the hands of the kings of Assyria, and dwelt 
in their own land, and celebrated with 
their brethren, the passover which king 
Hezekiah caused to be kept. (2 Chron. 
30.) The decree of Cyrus, permitting the 
Jews to return and rebuild their temple, 
extended to the ten tribes; for it was pro- 
claimed throughout all his kingdom, to all 
the people of the God of Israel; and that 
a portion of all the tribes participated in 
the dedication of the temple, appears from 
their offering ‘twelve he-goats for a sin- 
offering for all Israel, according to the 
number of their tribes.’ (Ezra 6: 17.)— 
There is a discrepancy in both Ezra and 
Nehemiah, between their statement of the 
general number that went up to Jerusa- 
lem, and their particular reckoning by 
families, (the former exceeding the latter, ) 
which may be accounted for by supposing 
that while they reckoned only the tribes 
of Judah and Benjamin by their families, 
others out of all the tribes were with them. 

Concerning their general dispersion we 
find, that in the time of Esther the Jews 
were scattered from India unto Ethiopia, 
and on the day of Pentecost there were 
present at Jerusalem devout Jews ‘out 
of every nation under heaven,’ 

There is no doubt that Judah and Ben- 
jamin in particular, as whole tribes, were 
the people who after seventy years’ captivi- 
ty returned and rebuilt their temple and 
dwelt in their cities—and were inhabi- 


tants of the land of Judea at the time of 


Christ. It is scarcely less to be doubted 
that the Jews who were found in ‘every 
nation under heaven,’ were chiefly the 
descendants of the ten tribes. The Par- 
thians, Medes and Elamites, and dwellers 
in Mesopotamia, were inhabitants of an- 
cient Assyria, the land where the ten tribes 
were carricd captive ; and as we should 
naturally suppose the most considerable 
collections were still to be found in that 
country, they are first mentioned of all 
those who were present at Jerusalem from 
abroad. The first covenant was made 
with the undivided nation; and the new 
covenant also was promised to ‘the house 
of Israel, and the house ot Judah;’ and 
we cannot suppose that in the events of 
that most important era, when the dispen- 
sation of Moses gave place to the kingdom 
of Christ, the tribes of Judah and Benja- 
min only were concerned, With the out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghost on the day of 
Pentecost, in a special sense, the new cov- 
enant began to take effect, and the prom- 
ise to the fathers to be fulfilled: and 
God had manifestly prepared the means 
by which all the children should speedily 
receive the glad tidings, in gathering to 
Jerusalem Jews from every nation under 
heaven. That the twelve tribes were in 
communication, and all participants in 
the blessings of the gospel, appears from 
the fact that James addresses his epistle 
to ‘the twelve tribes scattered abroad;’ 
and Paul (Acts 26: 7,) speaks of the 
‘twelve tribes instantly serving God day 
and night,’ waiting for the promise to 
the fathers. Finally, in the sealing of the 
144 000, which we believe to have been 
the Jewish church, redeemed at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, there were twelve 
thousand of each tribe. 


Object of Organization. 

What ought to be the principal object 
of the meetings and other organic opera- 
tions of believers? If we seek an answer 
to this question from the practice of most 
modern sects, that answer will be, ‘the 
conversion of sinners ;’ or in other words, 
the making of proselytes. But if we go 
back to the practice of the Primitive 
church, our answer will be, the edification 
of believers. It was evidently the poli- 
cy of Jesus Christ fo iduminate the world 
rather by the brightness of the lamps he 
kindled, than by their number. Hence 
his chief labor was to supply the church 
with oil. ‘ When he ascended up on high 
he gave gifts unto men: to some he gave 
apostles ; some, prophets ; &c., [not princi- 
pally for the conversion of the world, but] 
Jor the perfecting of the saints. &c, Eph. 
4: 11—12. Accordingly we find the la- 
bors of the apostles directed chiefly to 
the edifying of the church. Paul’s mighti- 
est efforts and sorest conflicts with the 
powers of darkness, were for the ‘ conso- 
lation and salvation’ of believers, (2 Cor. 
1: 6,) ‘that they might have the spirit 
of wisdom and revelation,’ (Eph. 1: 17,) 
that their ‘love might abound more and 
more,’ (Phil. 1: 9,) that ‘every man 
might -be presented perfect in Christ Je- 
sus.’ (Col. 1: 28.) The fact that all the 
epistles of the New Testament are ad- 
dressed to the churches, and not to unbe- 
lievers, is an index of the aim of the 
apostles, 

Common sense approves this policy of 
Christ and the Primitive church. It is 
better to gather a large stock of goods in 
a stationary store, and let customers come 
to it, than to take a small stock and go 
about the country peddling. It is better 
for the man who has a pile of wood to 
chop, to spend half aday in sharpening 
an axe, than to set about his work, how- 
ever furiously, with a hoe. Even so it is 
better to labor for the personal improve- 
ment of the church, than for the extension 
of its influence abroad. The writer of 
Spiritual Despotism sensibly remarks:— 

“ The fact cannot escape an intelligent 
spectator of the present critical struggle of 
religious parties, that the crown of preémi- 
nence hangs at the goal, ready to be car- 
ried off by that party, be it which it may, 
that with a manly ingenuousness, and 
honest zeal, anda Christian conscientious- 
ness, shall undertake 17s OWN REFORM, its 
reform in theology, in modes of worship, 
and in polity. There would be little 
hazard in saying that this prize might 
now be won even by the least considera- 
ble of our various denominations which 
should resolutely strive for it, and which, 
while its several competitors are absurdly 
commending their peculiar notions and 
usages, and assailing those of others, 
should unsparingly examine its own, and 
apply boldly the remedies which good 
sense and scriptural principles suggest.— 
A religious body thus acting, would 
quickly outstrip its rivals, would command 
the respect of the people at large, would 
draw to itself men of sense and talent 
from all parties, and soon would imbibe 
all, and embrace all.” 





Paul’s Second Visit to Jerusalem. 


It appears from the first chapter of 
Galatians, that previous to Paul’s second 
visit to Jerusalem, ‘he was unknown by 
face unto the churches of Judea which 
were in Christ,’ and had seen only two of 
the apostles—Peter and James. But 
though they had only heard, that he who 
persecuted them in times past now preach- 





ed the faith which once he destroyed, 
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they glorified God in him. It was not 
necessary that they should see him in 
order to recognize the power of God in 
him, forget all past injuries and preju- 
dices, and acknowledge him as a brother in 
Christ. Stbsequent personal intercourse 
with Paul confirmed them in their fellow- 
ship with him. ‘ The pillars of the church’ 
gave to him the right hand of fellowship; 
and received in return instruction, criti- 
cism, and even the deeper truths of the 
gospel of the cross,’ which Paul had pre- 
viously preached among the Gentiles, but 
which (there is reason to believe) the 
Jews had not yet received. 

The readiness manifested by the disci- 
ples and apostles at Jerusalem to be 
taught by Paul—an apostle ‘born as it 
were, out of due time’—and to receive 
Christ in him, indicates a true spirit in 
them; a spirit which, if allowed free 
scope, will settle all questions of prece- 
dence, and harmonize alldifferences among 
bellevers. Under its influence, while they 
‘call no man their master,’ they will seek 
to recognize the spirit of Christ in every 
one, and yicld the most respect where the 
most respect is due, i. e. where there is 
the greatest manifestation of Christ.— 
This principle shuts off at once all envy 
—all striving as to who shall be great- 
est—and leads us to respect every believ- 
er asa member of Christ. 


~~ CORRESPONDENCE. 
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In the following letter, our Troy correspondent, 
S. W., tells with considerable plainness the story 
of his mental and religious position. Te is evi- 
dently one who, whatever other errors he may 
have, seeks to avoid thatof confusion. It appears 
to us that he is somewhat over-jealous in his dis- 
crimination against the letter of the Bible, and 
that the faith of an ‘ Indwelling Christ’ which he 
professes, will lead him to a harmonious appreci- 
ation of the Bible as a whole : 

Troy, N. Y., Nov. 10, 1853. 

Dear Frienps: * * * * The ‘ Be- 
rean’ which I obtained four weeks since, 
has taken most of my time for reading 
and study, and it has opened new views 
of the Scriptures to me. I cannot say 
that I have adopted them yet, for that 
will require a closer study than I have 
yet given them. 

I have been accustomed to regard the 
recorded reports of Christ’s language to 
his disciples as very imperfect, so that 
only the vaguest theories can be founded 
upon them; and this very matter of the 
Second Coming has been one of the strong- 
est instances and evidences of my opin- 
ion, Never having had the thought that 
two judgments and two resurrections are 
taught, I had never thought of looking 
for a literal fulfillment. of the language 
of Christ, or for one so nearly literal as 
Mr. Noyes endeavors to prove. I had 
adopted Swedenborg’s or Bush’s view ofa 
continuous resurrection and judgment, 
and considered the Second Coming of 
Christ to mean this gradual prevalence 
of the principles of Christianity and the 
conquest of good over evil, which I see in 
the history of the world under the provi- 
dential government of God. The ‘ Mis- 
take of the Apostles’ I fully believed in, 
and supposed that it was permitted in 
the course of Divine Providence to obviate 
and render at last impossible that idola- 
try of the letter and of the form which is 
the bane of the church now, as it was 
of the Jewish church in Christ’s time; 
and which is to every individual soul 
a most fatal blight upon spiritual life 
and growth. I thought that while 
there were inconsistencies and errors in 
these writings, the good they offer us 
must be received only by their magnetic or 
spiritual influence, while the discrepan- 
cies of the letter being perpetually debat- 


clusion could be arrived at, and thus no 
idol of opinion could secure an undisput- 


stantly turned from their theories to the 
doctrines of life that every one feels to be 
true in his own experience and verified 
by his own observation, 

I have not in turn made an idol of this 
opinion, but held it as I do all other views 
and theories, as something to be changed 
and given up whenever a stronger power 
of conviction should give me a different 
view. Iam much shaken from this posi- 
tion by my perusal ofthe Berean thus 
far. It will place the scriptures in quite 
a different light before me if I can see 
that there is a consistent explanation 
possible, of those passages which relate to 
the Second Coming of Christ, and the 
resurrection. 

Of course it will be seen that I have 
placed no confidence in these writings as 
a revelation authoritative from God, any 
further than the truth of their spiritual 
doctrines is made manifest in the obser- 
vation and experience of those who in 
even asmall degree act upon their pre- 
cepts, and observe the results. And I 
have not failed to see the truth of many 
things there taught in my own life. He 

. . be _ . 
who heartily follows after God, and strives 
to yield his spirit to that that rules the 
universe, even though his God be the un- 
known God, and veiled to him in the 
clouds of his own ignorance, will yet find 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
those who seek him; and that the clouds 
clear away, and God becomes more and 
more known to him. 

Your advertisments in the 88th No., 
remind me of an occurrence at Springfield, 
Ill, about 10 or 12 years ago, <A slave- 
holder pursuing a fugitive family, traced 

5 o 7? 
them to that point, and found that they 
had been seen at the house of a noted 
anti-slavery man in that city. He imme- 
diately issued handbills and posters de- 
scribing the fugitives and offering a large 
reward, These were presently replied to by 
the posting near to them throughout the 
city, the following, on a sheet as large as 
a half sheet of The Circular: 
REWARDS! REWARDS!! 
ETERNAL LIFE. 

“Then shall the king say unto those on his right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world: for I was an hungered,and ye gave me 
meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was 
a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me; I was 
in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the 
righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we 
thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and 
gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, 
and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 
Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came 
unto thee? And the King shall answer and say 
unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me.” 


ETERNAL DEATH. 


“Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels; For | 
was an hungered, and ye gave me no meat; I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stran- 
ger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed 
me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me 
not. ‘Then shall they also answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, 
or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and 
did not minister unto thee ? Then shall he answer 
them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye did it not lo one of the least of these, ye did 
it not to me. And these shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment: but the righteous into life 
eternal.— Matt. 25: 34—46. 

N. B. Mr. says in his hand-bill describing 
the fugitives , and ——, and their children, 
and offering a reward for their apprehension, ‘ they 
were last seen at the house of Mr. L. N..R——, 
of this city.’ 

Such, was Mr. R.’s poster; but its tes- 
timony could not be borne; and these wit- 
nesses were quickly torndown. The abo- 
litionists of Quincy, Ill., used a similar 
device, putting up small bills with short 
passages of Scripture suited to the im- 
pressions they wished to make, but with 
nothing added to give them special point. 
I have found in talking with some peo- 
ple somewhat acquainted with the history 








ed sway, and the eyes of men would be con- 


term them, that your ‘Social Theory’ is 
made a special objection. Never having 
seen your own statement of it, 1 have no 
defence to make for it; but I feel justified 
in many a word of assault, in return, up- 
on that institution that vaunts itself as 
the perfection of purity, and unity, and 
the best relation of men and women, My 
own observation in a few years past has 
shown me the near relations of the pres- 
ent institution of marriage to that of sla- 
very. Both are mainly governed and 
supported by ignorance and spiritual pov- 
erty, by selfishness and isolation, 

Others object to ‘ Perfectionism ;’ but it 
is curious to notice what real perfection 
they evidently require of others, and es- 
pecially what the world require of profess- 
ed Christians. Yours truly. Ss. W. 

FROM VERMONT. 
Putney, Dec. 4, 1855. 

The weather to-day has been very fine ; 
not a cloud seen, no chilly winds, but a 
calm, bright, genial day, one which we ap- 
preciate at this season of the year asa 
gift from God, and an occasion of grati- 
tude and praise—the Community spirit 
and organic arrangements of Association 
lending their effect to heighten all such 
enjoyments. It is certain to my conscious- 
ness that there are genial modifications of 
the weather and seasons since I have lived 
in Community, which are the results 
of either subjective or objective causes : 
probably the secret of the change is in my 
personal state and surroundings, and not 
to be sought after in the almanac. In 
the possession of a joyful heart and justi- 
fied spirit, surrounded by circumstances 
favorable to growth in faith and spiritu- 
ality, objective evil loses its power over 
us; and such seems to be our realization 
now, to a perceptible degree, in Associa- 
tion. When gloomy clouds overhang the 
earth, when boisterous winds and bluster- 
ing storms arise, and the natural world is 
convulsed, faith in God and Community 
life offer the guarantees of inward peace 
and outward protection. And so also, 
when nature smiles, and offers her charms 
to please and exhilarate the senses, loving 
companionship and social harmonies lend 
their influence to increase our felicity. 

We had contemplated an excursion 
to Bear hill, (our wood-lot a mile or so 
distant,) for the purpose of cutting and 
preparing old wood, the tops of fallen 
trees, &c., and this seemed to be the very 
day for the purpose, as we wished to make 
a bee and have the women participate. 
So after breakfast, doing chores, and get- 
ting our axes, five of us were ready at 
eight o’clock for the move. Mr. Hall, 
who had been some two months pretty 
much engaged in the grist-mill, concluded 
to take the air, and jomed our company. 
With axes shouldered, he took the lead, 
axing the pedestrian skill of some of us 
to follow him. In half an hour we were 
at the place of action, still admiring the 
beauties of the morning, (which seemed 
more like spring than winter,) as well as 
the variety of the scenery presented at 
this point. We could see the hill-tops 
of two States, with mountain ranges in 
the distance, and the Connecticut river 
and valley, with its railroad and other in- 
teresting objects, were immediately be- 
low us, in full view. 

Soon the axeman’s blows were heard, 
and the bushy tree-tops were being re- 
duced to order and prepared for winter 
use. We could truly say, How beautiful 
it is for brethren to work together in 
unity ; here we were, all members of dif- 
ferent families, and each from a different 
state original]y, with no connection ex- 
cept our common sympathy in a common 
faith and cause—which indeed does more 
than kindred ties, or any selfish personal 
interest could do, to unite us in one, and 
concentrate our aspirations and efforts. 

It was arranged that the women come 
up and bring our dinners, which they 
promptly fulfilled, appearing on the ground 
a few minutes before twelve, with hot 
coffee, and other preparations for a picnic. 


gleness of heart, praising and thanking 
God—confessing Christ’s sovereignty as 
well in the woods as in the house, also 
his presence at our table, which was 
the earth covered with a cloth—the dry 
leaves affording a pleasant seat, and the 
meridian sun shining clear and unobstruc- 
ted above us. After spending an hour 


> 


and a half, gathering quantities of chick- 
erberries, &c., our visitors returned, ex- 
pressing themselves refreshed and grati- 
fied by their exercise and observations. 
So much for a December day in the Green 
Mountain State. M. L. Worpey. 





—The following little incident related by a 
journalist at Oneida, reminds us of Christian and 
Hopeful in Doubting Castle, when Christian sud- 
denly bethought himself of the key in his bosom: 

“As G. TL, and M. K. [two youthful teamsters ] 
were driving a heavy load on to a bridge, the 
planks gave way, letting down the fore wheels. 
They worked some time to extricate them, but 
could not; at length they bethought themselves, 
and confessed Christ their helper, and forthwith 
wisdom and strength came to them, and they got 
out without the least injury. Their experience as 
they related it, was quite edifying.” 





The Railroad through Canada from Niagara 
Falls to opposite Detroit, is expected to be 
completed by the first of January next, form- 
ing, in connection with the Michigan Central 
Railroad, another great through line to Chicago. 
This Railroad is already in operaation to Lon- 
don, 134 miles from the Falls. 





Catirornia VecetTapLes.—Several samples of 
large productions have been presented to the Pa- 
tent Office among which are potatoes of the fol- 
lowing weight: 2,33. 4,44 and 6 Ibs. each ; sweet 
potatoes, 6 Ibs. each; onions, 2, 2} and 44 Ibs. 
each. Samples of barley, "from a 50 acre field, 
averaging 1493 bushels per acre, weighing 50 
Ibs. per bushel. Samples of wheat, grown from 
volunteer, or self-sown grain, producing 55 bushels 
per acre. Samples of crop of wheat grown in 14 
weeks, weighing 62 Ibs per bushel. Sample of 
volunteer oats, 10 feet 9 inches high.— Tribune. 
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Proposats ror an Intanp Sea.—The interior 
of Australia, a barren, sandy desert, has been found 
to be considerably below the level of the sea. It 
is now proposed to employ British convicts in cut- 
ting a narrow canal from the ocean to the desert. a 
distance of about 250 miles, when it is expected 
that the rush of water would be so great as to 
widen the canal and cause the formation of an in- 
land sea almost as large as the Mediterranean, to 
the incalculable benefit of a vast extent of terri- 
tory at present wholly useless. 








Proposed Raitroap ConsoLmation AND Line 
To New York.—We learn from the Courier, that 
the new railroad route to New York city by the 
way of the Midland, Norfolk County, Southbridge 
and Blackstone, and Norwich roads, to New Ha- 
ven, is soon to be open for public travel, and that 
a meeting of the respective stock-holders is fixing 
upon a name for the united corporations, which 
will probably be ‘The Boston and New York cen- 
tral Railroad.’ It will be optional with passengers 
by this route, on arriving at New London, to pro- 
ceed either by steamboat, or by the New York 
and New Haven road, to New York city. Ar- 
rangements are understood to be completed, to 
extend the Norfolk road to the foot of Summer 
street in this city early in the coming year.— 
Boston Traveler, Dec. 5. 








Tur Curren Great Repvusiic.—A Collins 
steamer is not a small craft, but would look smali 
by the side of this huge clipper. If it were possible 
to get her up into Broadway, and stand her ‘on end’ 
by the side of Trinity Church, the bowsprit would 
peer aboye the cross. She will hold as many 
barrels of fiour, (fifty thousand,) as would form a 
continuous line for twenty-eight miles—as many 
as ten thousand acres of land produce—as many as 
would maintain an army of ten thousand men for 
ayear. Yet the Great Republic, monster as she 
is in dimensions, is as sharp as a razor, and as 
symnietrical as a swan. How she will answer her 
purpose as a conveyor of merchandise, remains to 
be proved. Meanwhile, old captains shake their 
heads, and the people rush in crowds to see the 
great ship.—Home Journal. 





The Knickerbocker has the following among its 
anecdotes of children: 

“A little fellow, weeping most piteously, was 
suddenly interrupted by some amusing occurrence. 
He hushed his cries fora moment; there was a 
struggle between smiles and tears; the train of 
thought was broken: ‘ Ma,’ said he, resuming his 
snuflie, and wishing to have his cry out, ‘Ma—ugh ! 
ugh! what was I crying about just now ?” 





Letters Receivev.—S. P. Hopkins; E. G. 
Hawley ; A. Coleman; W. V. Seighman, 2; 8. D. 
Reed; M. P. Howes; G. Sears; T. Thurbur; T. 
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We ate our meal with gladness and sin- 
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As 


tri 
th 


pr 
ful 


pe 


thi 
Sel 





